
 

 



SCIDEV
WHO WE ARE

The Center Science and Innovation for Development (SCIDEV) is a Tirana-based think tank working 
across the country, and in close collaboration with partners in the Western Balkans and European 
Union, to contribute to democratization, sustainable social and economic development. SCiDEV 
engages primarily in policy and action-oriented research that can inform decision making processes, 
influence policy development and drive advocacy efforts. Another core pillar of our work is youth 
empowerment through debate programme, capacity development, mentoring and regional research 
mobility. In addition, SCiDEV facilitates the cooperation between research and other actors in society 
through science communication, knowledge brokering, engagement of diaspora, networking, project 
development, and fundraising. SCiDEV also works on media freedom and democracy at national 
and regional level on areas related to safety of journalists, media and civil society nexus, media 
development and ecosystem, media, and information literacy. Finally, we work on innovation and 
digital transformation particularly focusing our actions on digital rights, digital skills and social and 
economic empowerment of girls and women through increased representation in STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Mathematics). 

To achieve this SCiDEV works with academia, civil society, media, private and public institutions, in 
strengthening innovation and scientific research, advocating, and supporting use of evidence for 
legal and regulatory initiatives, and undertaking capacity building activities to empower diverse 
communities: youth, researchers, activists and informal groups as well as higher education 
institutions, government institutions, local CSOs and media. SCiDEV brings together a team 
of highly motivated professionals and a network of external collaborators with complementary 
competences and expertise. 

SCiDEV is part of the following WB6 and wider region networks: SEE Digital Rights Network, 
Western Balkans European Social Survey Regional Network, Beacon Project Response Network, 
RCC/UNDP WB6 Regional Network of Women in STEM, and Social Observatory for Disinformation 
and Social Media Analysis of the European Union. SCiDEV cooperates with the Safe Journalists 
Network in the Western Balkans and the Media Freedom Rapid Response Platform. 

SCiDEV nests the Network of Albanian Women in STEM which aims to contribute to the social and 
economic empowerment of women by increasing their representation in STEM, both in academia 
and industry.

This document is our annual report 2021, a publication that we seek to do every year in an effort to 
locate and share knowledge and reflect on our achievements and challenges.
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In 2021 we continued to grow by initiating new projects and reaching 
more target groups, strengthening our existing cooperation with 
partners, and building new partnerships, expanding our network of 
experts, and challenging ourselves in many ways. 

First, in the area of democracy and good governance, we 
consolidated our ongoing initiatives such as the university debate 
program with the 3rd Edition kicking off in autumn 2021 and 
expanding to 14 institutions in Shkodra, Vlora, Korça, Durrës and 
Tirana enabling more than 200 students to develop their critical 
thinking, public speaking skills and research complex topics 
related to our ever-changing world. Also, our youth campaign “From 
Words to Action” expanded in other cities such as Shkodra, Korça 
in addition to Tirana empowering more young men and women to do 
action-oriented research and advocacy at their local communities 
and reaching more partners across the country.  

In addition, we co-designed and implemented a regional research and leadership mobility programme 
(RYLMP) with our partner Center for Education Policy in Serbia targeting youth and aiming at 
strengthening regional cooperation. This pilot project is significant for us as it encompasses our 
focus on strengthening research competences of youth to do data-driven advocacy, but also our 
intention of enhancing cooperation with partners at regional level. 

Second, in the area of digital transformation and innovation, we are proud and humbled to have 
officially launched the Network of Albanian Women in STEM (NAWSTEM) in February 2021 after 
more then 8 months of consultations with various stakeholders and initiated the STEMspresso 
Podcast series, an express introduction to an exceptional woman in STEM and her work each 
broadcast. In 2021, we also became part of the Western Balkan Regional Network of Women in 
STEM supported by Regional Cooperation Council and UNDP as well as joined the STEMforAll 
platform of the UNDP. We launched a call for membership and reached 65 members of NAWSTEM 
across disciplines with the commitment to support girls and women in STEM through increased 
visibility, representation, networking, and mentoring. We also hosted our first Fireside Chat on 
gender equality and women in STEM. 

Third, in the area of media and democracy, in 2021 the SCiDEV team has been actively working in 
media research and public engagement. We supported the Safe Journalists Network in the Western 
Balkans to present for the first time the Report on the Indicators of the Level of Media Freedom 

Year in Review:
A Message from our Executive Director 
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and Safety of Journalists in Albania in June 2021 and contributed to the Regional Index on Safety 
of Journalists published in September 2021. We also embarked on a new journey by researching 
the potential of the engagement of diaspora with local media in Albania as part of our long-term 
partnership with Thomson Foundation. 

Fourth, in the area of strengthening research to society links, SCiDEV published in November 
2021 a comprehensive study on the collaboration between universities and other actors in society 
such as policy, business, media and civil society organisations followed by a public event with 
participation of key stakeholders. In this ambit, we also hosted a regional conference and published 
a policy document on data-driven advocacy in the Western Balkans as part of our work with the 
Western Balkan European Social Survey Network using the European Social Survey data and our 
experience in promoting ESS in higher education in Albania. 

With growth come challenges as well and at SCiDEV we are still in the process of consolidating our 
practices on how to capitalize on lessons learnt, how to learn from failure and how to balance the 
pillars of our work with the need to do fundraising and ensure sustainability. 

Our focus in 2022 is to consolidate our initiatives as per our four key pillars, expand our network 
and increase our public engagement in Albania and our reach to more target groups in areas 
outside of Tirana as well as cooperate more with partners at regional and EU level. 

Blerjana Bino

Co-Founder and Executive Director

Tirana, June 2022 
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What we have achieved in 2021

17
initiatives 
(projects, publications, and 
advocacy campaigns)

partnerships with other organizations, 
out of which 14 universities as collabo-
rators, 8 media organisations, 5 public 
institutions, 1 chambre of commerce, 
5 networks at national and regional level 
and 17 civil society organisations

contributions in research projects, 
published media outputs, including 
articles, and 86 blogs

young women and men 
supported through capacity 

development, mentoring, 
networking, and mobility 

Research Publications

+250

+50
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                   I.  Democracy and governance 

National Youth Debate Programme on the Social and Economic Development Model 
of Albania 

Type of activity: Youth Capacity Development, Mentoring, Advocacy
Donors: Open Society Foundation Albania
Timeframe: 01/09/2021 – 30/06/2022
Number of direct beneficiaries: 125 students: 95 young women and 30 young men, aged 18–25-year-
olds, from Tirana, Durrës, Vlora, Shkodra, Korça, 14 higher education institutions. 

During 2021, SCiDEV organized and hosted several activities within the broader umbrella of the 
National Youth Debate Programme on the Social and Economic Development Model of Albania. This 
programme seeks to empower young people (high school and university students) to be proactive, 
well-informed, and critically minded citizens, with public speaking ability and competencies to 
participate in decision-making processes in their community and in public life. The topic of debates for 
2021 explored different models of social and economic development for Albania. SCiDEV implements 
the University Debate Laboratory – From Words to Action, 3rd Edition. You can read more about the 
debate series here.

University Debate Laboratory – From Words to Action, 2nd Edition 

Type of activity: Youth Capacity Development, Mentoring, Advocacy
Donors: Open Society Foundation Albania
Timeframe: 01/09/2020 – 31/05/2021
Number of direct beneficiaries: 120 students: 80 young women and 40 young men, aged 18–25-year-
olds, from Tirana, Vlora and Durrës, 12 higher education institutions. 

In the first half of 2021, SCiDEV implemented the 2nd Edition of the University Debate Laboratory, 
increasing opportunities for student action in the public life through offline and online activism, 
as well as the development of analytical skills, critical thinking, ethics, and communication skills 
through structured debate championship on key areas such as education, youth employment, EU 
integration, digitalisation and others areas impacting youth. You can read more about the 2nd Edition 
of the DebateLab here and the Youth Capacity Development component here and activities conducted 
in 2021 here.

Areas of work
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From Words to Action Advocacy Campaign of Young Student Debaters 

Donor: Open Society Foundation in Albania Type of activity: Capacity Development, Mentoring, 
Research, Advocacy
Timeframe: 31/03/2021 – 31/05/2021
Participants: 8 students from different backgrounds (Aged 18-25) 2 mentors.

‘From Words to Action’ Campaign, part of the 2nd Edition of the DebateLab, was a pilot project of 
mentoring young persons to conduct advocacy based on research. The pilot phase in Spring 2021 
produced concrete advocacy initiatives created by the 8 participating debaters addressing issues 
of concern for youth in higher education during the COVDI-19 pandemic. They engaged in public 
debates with candidates for MPs, presenting them with concrete recommendations on mitigating 
the impact of COVID-19 on higher education and at the end of the mentoring programme, prepared 
Policy Briefs. SCiDEV conducted an advocacy campaign for the dissemination of “Words to Action” 
campaign results by holding meetings with representatives of the Ministry of Education and Sports 
and disseminating the results of youth advocacy actions in the media. 

Students Policy Brief I 

Students Policy Brief II 

From Words to Action Campaign Video  

Youth Debate “A Call to Integrity” – Week of Integrity 2021 

Donor: Embassy of the Netherlands in Albania 
Type of activity: Youth debate 
Timeframe: December 2021
Participants: 8 debaters, 5 young women and 3 young men, 2 mentors, 3 jury members (OSCE, EU 
Delegation, Embassy of the Netherlands in Albania)
Partner: Liburnetik Organisation 

In line with the youth debate programme, SCiDEV hosted a public youth debate to mark the Week of 
Integrity 2021 in cooperation with Liburnetik Organisation with the participation of representatives 
from the Embassy of the Netherlands in Albania, the EU Delegation and the OSCE Presence in 
Albania. Youth debated the pros and cons of digitalisation and impact on humans. You can read 
more about the youth debate here and Week of Integrity 2021 here. 
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fdebate.scidevcenter.org%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2021%2F04%2FPolicy_Briefs_Gr_II.pdf%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR0QUnhfqNC-P7NLiPnsdapQ4_uuF8teC4brR-xNjGbOyxzxm71jQWShwTY&h=AT3hrefQG7H8d2YBrUYAFNslrHRamPT9AP6tq_9HFtNPs2H4ufmjxngm0_lFz4Pb8_Aph-TkUyx02qrA2O76DX5TBaNd2ErPi7oeLNiWTJhX-WqAeleMl74Vx2mjSVMQCNa5&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2nHZXb8dfgLhepid7BT0NlsL3aGr4UEZX2kRCvb9QOwCF76NcF2fNAE40Y_ACel9A9o-M3e4yocl3Xce3nC-1ODxyCbF4OsMIR7-V_Zp6swiyULFRh-Ys6RFNCxpnJxT4lXTM0_HCelYNl4RX3YYu4lxOAKxuV_agki_H3gMlu6Vw
https://youtu.be/aoG6r-Gz2nc
http://debate.scidevcenter.org/scidev-nis-fushaten-nga-fjala-tek-veprimi-8-te-rinj-debatues-pergatisin-propozimin-per-arsimin-e-larte-ne-post-pandemi/
http://debate.scidevcenter.org/i-gjithe-avancimi-i-digjitalizimit-duhet-te-jete-i-perqendruar-tek-ana-njerezore/
https://weekofintegrity.al/


“From Words to Action” – Activism for youth work through innovation and creativity

Type of activity: Youth Capacity Development, Mentoring, Advocacy
Donor: National Youth Agency
Partners: Center for Comparative and International Studies and ESN Albania.
Timeframe: 04.11.2021 – 04.06.2022
Number of direct beneficiaries: 60 young women and men from Tirana, Shkodra, Korça benefiting 
from capacity development and mentoring programme and 15 young women and men receiving 
grants to implement their advocacy actions.

The aim of the project is to empower young people in Tirana, Korça, and Shkodra to be active 
in their community with a focus on youth work using innovation and creativity for social change 
preparing them to be successful in the public sphere as well as the labour market through the 
development of contemporary and value-added skills and competencies in the post-COVID-19 
reality. You can read more about the project here. 

Regional Youth Leadership Mobility Programme 

Type of activity: Youth Capacity Development, Research Mobility, Advocacy, Intercultural Exchange 
Donors: Open Society Foundation of Albania and Open Society Foundation of Serbia 
Partners: Centre for Education Policies (CEP) 
Timeframe: 15.10.2021 – 30.06.2022
Participants: 8 young researchers from Albania and Serbia: 6 young women and 2 young men

The Regional Youth Leadership Mobility Programme (RYL-MP) is a mobility programme for young 
Albanian and Serbian students, professionals, activists, and/or researchers who display leadership 
potentials and the capacity to influence societies in the future. The programme runs from October 
2021 to June 2022 and aims to contribute to the strengthening of cooperation between Albania and 
Serbia through establishing and maintaining cooperation between youth and to empower youth 
with various sets of competencies on leadership, research, policy, and advocacy for participation 
and activism in public life and policy development. It combines a capacity building and mentoring 
component, as well as a mobility component. Both components aim to strengthen cooperation 
between the two countries and to encourage research in priority areas/topics that boost youth 
participation. You can read more here.

9

http://www.qskn.al/
https://www.facebook.com/esntirana
https://scidevcenter.org/from-word-to-action-activism-for-youth-work-through-innovation-and-creativity/
https://scidevcenter.org/regional-youth-leadership-mobility-programme/


                    II.  Media and Communication 

Report on Indicators on the Level of Media Freedom and Journalists’ Safety in Albania 2020

It is the fifth year in a row that journalists’ associations from the Western Balkan countries (Bosnia 
and Herzegovina, North Macedonia, Montenegro, Kosovo, and Serbia), with the support of the 
European Commission, monitored the development of media freedom and journalists’ safety in 
their countries. In 2020, two more countries worked on such assessments – Albania and Croatia. 
The research methodology developed in 2016 was fine-tuned over the years to standardize the data 
collection and analysis and to adjust the research focus to the developments in both traditional 
and online media environments in the Western Balkan countries. Based on these standardized 
research tools, journalists’ associations assessed the newest developments in their countries 
and engaged in various advocacy activities to advance the political, legislative, and institutional 
environment in which the journalists and media work. Our Executive Director was engaged to 
conduct the study in Albania, as part of the Safe journalists Network in the Western Balkans. 

Full study in English
Full Study in Albania
Public event to present the Report Findings
Voice of America Coverage of the Report Findings and Public Event

The Western Balkans Journalists’ Safety Index (WB-JSI) – ALBANIA

The Western Balkans’ Journalists’ Safety Index (WB-JSI) is a research-grounded tool designed 
to measure and monitor the changes in the respective social and political environments of 
the WB countries, that have a direct or indirect impact on the safety of journalists and media 
actors while practicing their profession. The WB-JSI relies primarily on the research evidence 
collected and analyzed by the partners of the Safejournalists.net Platform in compliance with a 
rigorous procedure of inquiry. The collected data on various dimensions of the complex concept 
of ‘journalists’ safety’ is quantified and aggregated into a composite indicator – Journalists’ 
Safety Index, to measure the changes across the seven Western Balkans’ countries over 
time. This report refers to the situation in Albania in 2020 which was designated as the first 
(pilot) year for the development of the conceptual framework and methodology for scoring, 
aggregating, and calculating the Index. In the upcoming years, the improvement or deterioration 
of the situation in all countries will be measured by taking into consideration the assessment for 
2020 as the reference year.

Full Report Journalists’ Safety Index Albania in English
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https://safejournalists.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/AL-ENG-2020.pdf
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ASPEN 2021 Publication: Media Freedom in the Western Balkans

In order to strengthen media freedom in the region, it is crucial to identify the key structural challenges 
and to find ways to ensure pluralism, transparency, and financial viability in the media sector as well as 
independent and unbiased reporting and to combat disinformation and hate speech. To discuss these 
issues and develop specific recommendations for action, the Aspen Institute Germany organized a 
closed-door virtual expert workshop entitled “Media Freedom in the Western Balkans” in October 
2021. The expert workshop convened a group of about 40 experts, think-tankers, and journalists from 
the region as well as decision-makers from the EU, its member states, and international organizations 
for a multi-perspective, open exchange on media freedom. This publication contains the key 
recommendations and input papers developed in the context of the aforementioned workshop. The 
workshop was organized in the framework of the project “Aspen Western Balkans Stakeholder Forum 
2021,” which was kindly supported by the German Federal Foreign Office. 

Full ASPEN 2021 Publication Media Freedom in the Western Balkans

Journalift Webinar Audience Engagement – Path to Growth and Sustainability

Audience engagement is one of the pillars of the media outlet’s strategy for growth and success. In 
this business, it is imperative that the content created is consumed by an ever-growing audience, 
and that goal is constant – no matter how big your audience is. Another goal is that the media should 
always strive to not only reach their audience, but also engage them so that they could interact, 
get information, feedback, and even grow their revenue channels. In this webinar of Journalift 
guests talked about different types of audience engagement, like crowdfunding and raising funds 
and how can these activities be utilized by media organizations. Blerjana Bino, SCiDEV Executive 
Director talked about leveraging the influence and support of diaspora and how can people living 
around the world help local media outlets survive and thrive based on the study SCiDEV conducted 
with the support of the Media for All project and Thomson Foundation.

Full webinar video

Blog on diaspora engagement with local media in Albania

Diaspora Engagement with Local Media Research 

Drawing from the necessity to enable local media to strengthen their relations with audiences 
and diversify their stream of resources, SCiDEV has conducted a pilot study that investigates 
the possibility of diaspora engagement with local media with a particular focus in Albania. With 
the support of the Thomson Foundation and in the framework of the “Media for All” Project, this 
research investigates the Albanian diaspora profile and connection to Albania with a special 
emphasis on diaspora media consumption and interest in supporting local media outlets in Albania.
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This research investigates the Albanian diaspora profile, its connection to Albania, media consumption, 
and possibilities and interest for supporting local media outlets in Albania. More concretely, 
the research maps the densest spots in which Albanian nationals live worldwide, to identify their 
demographics, connection with Albania and certain cities within the country, their information habits 
and demands, and potential factors that may lead them to support professional media in Albania. 
More information about the findings here.

Mentoring local media in Albania 

As part of the “Media for All” Project, SCiDEV researchers have been engaged as mentors for local 
media development, business plan, sustainability, and monetization and monitoring of the grants 
received by local media. They have been engaged by Thomson Foundation.

Blog article on the importance of digital tools for audience targeting: The case of Albanian media by 
Erjon Curraj

Blog article on stronger local media to protect cultural heritage by Orkidea Xhaferaj

Blog article on community media and business models by Blerjana Bino

Up in the Air? The Future of Public Service Media in the Western Balkans

The agenda for transition after the demise of communism in the Western Balkans made the 
conversion of state radio and television into public service broadcasters a priority, converting 
mouthpieces of the regime into public forums in which various interests and standpoints could be 
shared and deliberated. There is general agreement that this endeavour has not been a success. 
Formally, the countries adopted the legal and institutional requirements of public service media 
according to European standards. The ruling political elites, however, retained their control over 
the public media by various means. Can this trend be reversed? Instead of being marginalized 
or totally manipulated, can public service media become vehicles of genuine democratization? A 
comparison of public service media in seven countries (Albania, Bosnia & Herzegovina, Croatia, 
Kosovo, Montenegro, North Macedonia, and Serbia) addresses these important questions by CEU 
Press. The chapter on Albania.
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                    III.  Strengthening Research to Society Links 

Promotion of the European Social Survey and the Western Balkans European Social Survey 
Regional Network

Type of activity: Capacity Building, Networking, Research and Advocacy
Donors: SUSTAIN II through the Western Balkans European Social Survey Regional Network
Partner: University of Tirana

During 2021, a strong emphasis was placed on promoting the use of data for policy making and 
advocacy, particularly so through the use of European Social Survey (ESS) and the Western Balkans 
European Social Survey Regional Network (WBESS) of which SCiDEV became a member in 2020. 
To that end, SCiDEV organized a series of informative events called ‘ESS Roadshow’ to introduce the 
European Social Survey and its data to various audiences, including students, academic and policy 
makers. These were attended by a cumulative 116 participants. 

In addition, in May 2021, 20 academics were trained on how to use ESS data for teaching and research. 
Using discussions, examples, and case studies, a team of three trainers familiarized participants 
with the ESS questionnaire and showcased the usefulness of ESS data as a high-quality and easily 
accessible resource. Each participant selected a research question that could be addressed with ESS 
data and investigated it during the training. At the end, they presented the results of their research 
in a plenary session.

Data-driven Advocacy in the Western Balkans

Type of activity: Research and Advocacy
Donors: Balkan Civil Society Development Network (BCSDN), funded by the Swedish International 
Development Cooperation Agency (SIDA)
Partners: Members of the WBESS Regional Network

Exchanges with the WBESS members continued throughout the year. In December 2021, SCiDEV 
convened them to a regional conference with the aim of sharing ideas and experiences about 
data-driven advocacy for policy development. Discussions were formalized with the preparation 
of a policy brief on data-driven advocacy in the Western Balkans. The brief analyses some of the 
main challenges for data-driven advocacy in our region. Drawing from experiences and lessons of 
the members of WBESS, it presents a series of recommendations for researchers, academia, civil 
society, policymakers, and media. It emphasizes the need for specialized data analytics training; 
improving researcher’s communication skills; sharing experiences of advocacy between academia 
and civil society in the region, as well as abroad, particularly in countries with a strong tradition of 
using data for policy advocacy; increasing funding for research; and encouraging the creation and 
strengthening of regional collaborations.
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https://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/
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You can read about the conference here.

“Improving Data-driven Advocacy in the Western Balkans” Policy Document here.
  

University to Society Collaboration in Albania 

Type of activity: Research and Capacity Development
Donors: Erasmus+ Capacity Building in Higher Education, European Commission 
Partners: 11 partner organizations in Albania, Serbia, Italy, and Germany. 

SCiDEV is contributing to the Erasmus+ project USIA: University-to-Society Innomediaries in Albania: 
Co-Production of Knowledge and Research that Matters, led by Mediterranean University of Albania 
and funded by the European Union, Erasmus+ Programme. A key achievement for 2021 for SCiDEV was 
the completion of a study to assess the levels and practices of collaborations between universities 
and other actors in Albania, in order to provide recommendations for enhancing future interactions 
with stakeholders in policy, business, and civil society. The report was launched through a public 
event and panel discussion with representatives from key stakeholders that engaged in a dialogue 
to promote the Quadruple Helix Model. The panel welcomed representatives from the National 
Resource Center for Civil Society, EU for Innovation Project, PACEP Project, private sectors such as 
Balfin Group, and media such as A2 CNN Affiliate in Albania.

You can read the report here.

Youth involvement in a constructive dialogue: Communist Past in Contemporary 
Western Balkans 

Type of activity: Research and Capacity Development
Donors: Europe for Citizens, Remembrance Strand, European Commission 
Partners: Center for Comparative and International Studies (CCIS) as lead partner, Mediterranean 
Center, Patrimoine sans Frontières, PERIPLI, Center for Change Management. 

The project suggests deepening the work in education and raising awareness of the younger 
generation, opening a debate through an analysis of the causes and consequences of dictatorial 
regimes, honouring victims, and above all, transparency in crimes committed against humanity 
by communist and other dictatorial regimes. The project’s aim: Foster national and transnational 
youth activist’s dialogue about the reflection of past communist regimes in contemporary Western 
Balkan (WB) and EU.

You can read more about the project here. 

Improving Food Security Through Better Legal, Regulatory and Dialogue Frameworks 

Type of activity: Research and Advocacy, Policy Influencing 
Donors: A sub-grant of the project “ideAL – Dialogue for inclusive evidence-based policy 
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development in Albania”, with the financial support of the European Union and implemented by 
CO-PLAN. 
Partners: Albanian Food Industry (AFI)

The scope of the project was to impact the improvement of food safety in Albania through the 
analysis, policy evaluation, improvement of the legal framework, advocacy, and awareness-
raising of producers and consumers. This scope was pursued through the evaluation of the 
current situation of food safety by analysing the legal and normative framework, policies, and 
main decision-making actors that implement food safety, as well as by identifying challenges and 
shortcomings.

In this context, SCIDEV has published a study on the legal and policy frameworks on food security 
in Albania. This study defines the regulatory framework and related mechanisms for food security 
in the country. SCiDEV organized a final public event to present the results and engage in dialogue 
with the stakeholders on 29 October 2021.

                    IV.   Innovation and Digital Transformation 

The Network of Albanian Women in STEM (NAWSTEW) - 

Type of activity: Capacity Development and Networking
Donors: Own funds
The Network of Albanian Women in STEM (NAWSTEM) was officially launched in February of 2021, 
following an 8-month period of events, presentations, and consultations. NAW-STEM builds on 
the efforts of women and men working both in STEM and the social sciences who are eager to 
contribute to the social and economic empowerment of women by increasing their representation 
in STEM, both in academia and industry. You can learn more about NAWSTEM here. 

STEMspresso series
#STEMspresso is an express introduction to an exceptional woman in STEM and her work – 
consisting in monthly online/offline short meetings, where speakers share their research, careers, 
work in STEM and on STEMEpisodes are accessible online as videos and podcasts. 
7 episodes aired during 2021 which you can find here.

Fireside Chats
In addition, in December we also organized our first Fireside Chat event where we tackled the topic 
of gender inequality in science. Addressing this issue requires concerted efforts by actors from 
multiple disciplines and work areas including policy, civil society, media, and the private sector. 
The discussion fed into SCiDEV’s Work Plan for the Network of Albanian Women in STEM for 2022. 
You can read more here.
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By joining SOMA, SCiDEV is part of a 
pan European network of organisations, 
institutions, researchers and experts 
that work against disinformation. SCiDEV 
supports others in Albania to collaborate with 
a wide community of experts in media and 
communication through SOMA. 

Western Balkans European Social Survey 
Regional Network is convened by the Institute 
for Social Science in Belgrade for promoting 
the European Social Survey in the Western 
Balkans. As a member of WBESS, SCiDEV 
engages towards building and strengthening 
the network in Albania.

International Republican Institute has 
created the Beacon Project to counter 
malign state-sponsored interference 
campaigns that seek to subvert democracies 
in Europe. In furtherance of this goal, all of 
Beacon Project’s strategic actions fall into 
one of three categories: Coalition Building; 
Credible Research; Engaging Policy and 
Regional Network makers where SCiDEV 
is contributing to this effort by becoming a 
partner of the Response Network.

SEE Digital Rights Network aims to protect 
digital rights and address the growing 
challenges posed by the widespread use of 
advanced technologies in the Balkan region. 
By gathering organizations and building their 
capacities to tackle threats in the digital 
sphere, SCiDEV is empowering regional civil 
society to keep up with broader digital rights 
movements in Europe and beyond.

Membership in Networks and 
Contribution to Other Initiatives
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